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MINUTES OF 91st ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING 

APRIL 20, 2021 MEETING 

VIA ZOOM VIDEO CONFERENCE 

 

Chairman Majikes called the 91st Annual Business Meeting for 2020-2021 school year to 

order at 9 a.m. via a Video Conference.   

 

ITEM 1 Chairman Majikes welcomed each representative from the member 

schools and the members of the media and asked for a moment of silence 

in honor of individuals who were associated with PIAA District II and 

passed away this past year.  In addition, Chairman Majikes thanked 

everyone for their patience, cooperation and understanding during this 

difficult time for all of us – both the PIAA State Office and the District II 

member schools.   

 

Chairman Majikes also welcomed the following members of the PIAA 

State Office:  Bob Lombardi, Melissa Mertz, Jennifer Grassel, Pat 

Gebhart, and Mark Byers. 

 

 The following members of the media were also in attendance:  Tom 

Robinson, Joby Fawcett, and John Erzar. 

 

ITEM 2 A motion was made by Joe Pizano (AD- Wyoming Area), seconded by 

Fred Barletta (AD-Hazleton Area), to approve the minutes of the 90th 

Annual Business meeting as presented by Mike Ognosky, District II 

Secretary.  Copies of those minutes were posted for review on the District 

II website and sent to all member schools prior to the meeting.  All Ayes 

 

ITEM 3 Pat Patte, District II Treasurer, gave the 2019-2020 Treasurer’s Report and 

copies were forwarded to each school indicating the Total Expenses in the 

2019-2020 operating year were $258,242.08; and Total Revenues for the 

same period of time were $284,323.45 –indicating a gain of $32,081.37.   

A motion was made by Tim Hopkins (Principal- Dunmore), seconded by 

Ted Anderson (AD- Scranton), to approve the Treasurer’s Report as 

presented.  All Ayes 

 

ITEM 4 Following Pat’s presentation, Frank Majikes emphasized the loss of 

revenue that was caused by the current pandemic.  The District lost a 

number of opportunities as it had to either eliminate or drastically reduce 



the amount of spectators who could attend events.  Frank also informed 

member schools that there were 86 District II Transfer Requests during 

this school year, resulting in 15 hearings regarding post-season eligibility 

challenges. 

 

ITEM 5 Chairman Majikes congratulated the 2020-2021 District II competitors and 

teams who were State Champions: 

 

 Wyoming Seminary (Coach Karen Klassner), the 2020 Field 

Hockey A State Champion. 

 Scranton Prep (Coach Ed Cimoch), the 2020 Golf Boys AA Team 

Champion. 

 Jaden Pepe (Wyoming Area- Coach Steve Mytych, Sr.), Wrestling 

AA 113 pound State Champion. 

 Wyoming Seminary (Coach Phil Mercatili), Swimming Girls 400 

Freestyle Relay.  Relay team members included Skylar Roerig, 

Alyssa Kelly, Aviah Dahlgren, and Ryleigh Collins. 

 Peter Kawash (Lakeland-Coach Rick Evans), Swimming Boys 200 

Yard Intermediate State Champion. 

 Peter Kawash (Lakeland-Coach Rick Evans), Swimming Boys 100 

Yard Backstroke State Champion. 

 

ITEM 6 Vice Chairman Bill King presented the credentials report indicating 41 

High Schools and 45 Junior High Schools were participating in the Video 

Conference call.   

 

ITEM 7 Chairman Majikes introduced Robert Lombardi, Executive Director of the 

PIAA, who discussed the following points: 

 

 Complimented Frank Majikes for his leadership as the President of 

the PIAA State Board of Directors during the past year.  He also 

thanked all of the Athletic Directors and Principals for their 

unbelievable cooperation during the year. 

 Thanked Bill Schoen for his years of service as the PIAA District 

II Male Officials’ Representative.  Complimented Bill for his great 

work over the years.  

 Introduced Robert Rothberg, NFHS Network, and Bob presented a 

brief presentation on the NFHS School Broadcast Program.  NFHS 

offers all schools the opportunity to utilize their Pixellot systems in 

delivering local high school sports events to their communities for 

an inexpensive fee.  There are currently 195 PIAA member schools  

utilizing the system.  Each school will be provided 2 Pixellot 

systems (one for indoor, one for outdoor) free of any charge.   

 Introduced Jen Grassel, Assistant Executive Director of the PIAA, 

who reported on the following items: 



1. Reviewed the By-Law changes from the past year.  The 21 

day period of ineligibility is not waivable.  Also, the 50 % 

rule is not subject to a waiver unless the student 

demonstrates by clear and convincing evidence that he or 

she was not part of the school’s team in at least 50 % of 

their scheduled games. 

2. Reviewed editorial changes to the waiver provisions. 

3. Reviewed the Glossary change to the definition of 

“Contest”.   

4. Reviewed the “Interruption of Practice for School Closures 

Including Strikes.”  Highlighted the requirements for 7, 10, 

and 14 consecutive days of interrupted practice.   

 Pat Gebhart, Assistant Executive Director the PIAA, reviewed the 

following: 

1. Reviewed the “Supplemental Disqualification procedures 

calling for a two day suspension for confronting, contacting 

or addressing a Coach, contestant or official using foul or 

vulgar language, ethnic or racially insensitive comments or 

physical contact.”  There is also an educational component 

requirement for both coaches and players as a result of 

Supplemental Disqualifications. 

2. Discussed the need for the recruitment of sports’ officials 

in all sports and at all levels of competition.  Reviewed the 

Elizabethtown curriculum and the START program – two 

important recruitment programs sponsored by the PIAA. 

3. Reviewed the current requirement regarding three 

clearances required for all officials in all sports.  Discussed 

the current online officials’ directory that contains the most 

up to date information for each official. 

4. Reviewed the utilization of Arbiter and Arbiter Pay in 

assigning and paying of officials for the various state 

championship events.  

 Mark Byers, Chief Operating Officer of the PIAA, reviewed the 

following items: 

1. Reviewed the purpose of the Sports Medicine Advisory 

Committee and their role in this year’s State Championship 

Events.   

2. Reviewed the issue of “transgender participation” and the 

potential for legislation in the future. 

3. Highlighted some of the “success” stories of this past year 

and the daily diligence by school officials’ in providing 

monitoring, temperature checks, sanitization procedures so 

that our athletic events could continue. 

4. Discussed the utilization of Zoom to continue to conduct 

meetings, the use of electronic ticketing, the streaming of 

school events/activities for the communities. 



 Melissa Mertz, Associate Executive Director of the PIAA, 

reviewed the plan for the 2021 PIAA Spring Championships.  

There will be a need for “neutral” sites in order to run a full 

bracket championship in all sports.  If the “neutral” sites are not 

available there would be the potential to have to utilize a 

“champions” only tournament as was utilized in the Fall and 

Winter Championships.  She then asked Mark Byers to review the 

changes in the PIAA Track and Field Championships this May in 

Shippensburg.  The changes were required in order to meet site 

limitations and the restriction of indoor and outdoor events.  Frank 

Majikes asked any member school who would be willing to be a 

neutral site host to please contact him by Friday, April 23rd. 

 Melissa Mertz also reviewed the “PIAA Post Season COVID-19 

Universal Face Covering Certification” form.  This is very 

important as we move forward into our District Championships.  

Member schools will be required to complete the “exemptions” list 

for students. 

 

ITEM 8 Sports Reports were presented by the various committee members who 

serve as Sports Chairpersons’ for the District II Championships.  All 

expressed a concern regarding the potential changes in formats in their 

championships as we move forward through the pandemic.  Athletic 

Directors were advised that as adaptations are made in the various sports 

formats they would be communicated through the webpage to member 

schools.  All Spring Championship Formats will be distributed to the 

Athletic Directors’ and placed on the District II website as soon as they 

become available.  Frank Majikes explained to member schools that we 

have a meeting scheduled for April 27th with Districts I, IV, XI, and XII to 

complete arrangements for those sub regional tournaments. 

 

ITEM 9 Chairman Majikes informed member schools that the scholar-athlete 

plaques are available.  LIAA schools are asked to contact John Coyle or 

Ted Anderson to make arrangements for pick up.  WVC schools are asked 

to contact Frank Majikes. 

 

ITEM 10 Chairman Majikes also thanked Bill King, Vice Chairman of the District II 

Committee, for his 21 years of service to the District II Committee.  He 

also echoed the thoughts of Bob Lombardi in thanking Bill Schoen for his 

service.  Finally, Frank thanked Jim Costello, PSBA Representative to the 

District II Committee, for his service as he will be leaving on June 30th. 

 

ITEM 11 Chairman Majikes called upon Mike Namey to conduct the Election of 

Committee members for the 2021-2022 academic year. 

 



 A motion was made by Mike Namey (AD-Wilkes-Barre Area), seconded 

by Chris Ross (AD-Delaware Valley), to maintain the current slate of 

committee members.  All Ayes 

 A motion was made by Ken Bartuska (AD-Nanticoke), seconded by Jeff 

Shook (AD- Lake-Lehman), to close the nominations.  All Ayes 

 

 The current committee members will be retained. 

 

ITEM 12 Chairman Majikes informed the members that there is a current vacancy  

  on the District II Committee for a LIAA Principal.  That vacancy will be 

  posted in the near future. 

 

ITEM 13 A motion was made by Tim Hopkins (Principal - Dunmore), seconded by 

Hal Gabriel (Principal, Wilkes-Barre Area), to adjourn the 2021 Annual 

District II Business Meeting.  All Ayes 

 

 

Meeting was adjourned at 10:30 a.m. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Mike Ognosky, District II Secretary 


